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ets/' traveling at the creditable speed of four miles
an'hour, the traffic barges making scarcely more

than two.

Hardly established in what was intended for a
temporary visit, the residence of the family became
fixed at Schenectady, owing to the partner of my
father, left to manage the business at Westerly, be-
coming involved in personal embarrassments which
brought on the bankruptcy of the firm and the seiz-
ure of all my father's Kttle property, and, what was
worse, the certainty of imprisonment for debt in the
case of his returning home. Owing to the judg-
ments hanging over him, which a succession of mis-
fortunes prevented him from ever satisfying, it was
late in my own remembrance, I think about 1848 or
1850, before he was enabled to visit his early home.
Hard times came on the whole people of that sec-
tion, and the practical destruction of his business by
the loss of all his capital drove him into seeking any
employment which would give a momentary relief.

Of this period of their existence my mother rarely
spoke, and it must have been one of severe priva-
tions. She has told me that she often went to bed
hungry, that the children might have enough to eat.
She had no assistance in her household duties, except
that of her daughter, a girl of tender years, and,
having her husband's five journeymen as members
of the household, with five children, of whom my
sister was the second, she not only did the daily
household duties, including washing and baking,
but spun and wove the cloth for the clothes of herist of signers.o the convention which drew up and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